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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  RIPLEY 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  thf:  yf:ar  193s. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health:  DR.  R.  A.  RYAN,  L.R.C.S.  &  P.I. 
Sanitary  Inspector:  W.  E.  CLARK,  P.A.S.I.,  A. R. San. I. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Ripley  Urban  District  Council. 

1  have  the  honour  of  submitting*  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1938,  which  has  been  drawn  up  on  the  lines  indicated 
in  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  Circular  1728. 

We  have  witnessed  a  serious  epidemic  of  Diphtheria  and 
Scarlet  Fever  during  the  year,  the  number  of  cases  notified  being 
far  in  excess  of  any  previous  year  in  my  experience,  though  I  am 
pleased  to  state  that  the  resulting  mortality  was  comparatively  low. 

I  understand  that  epidemics  of  a  similar  character  were  experi¬ 
enced  in  adjoining  districts.  Fuller  details  are  given  under  the 
appropriate  heading  in  this  report,  but  T  should  like  to  express  my 
appreciation  at  this  point  of  the  co-operation  of  local  medical 
practitioners  in  providing  artificial  immunisation  against  Diph¬ 
theria  during  the  year. 

The  recent  strides  in  the  consolidation  of  Public  Health  Law 
and  the  many  new  provisions  which  have  been  incorporated  in  the 
various  new  Acts  will  assist  greatly  in  local  administration,  and 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  has  already  proved  this  in  the  first  full 
year  of  its  operation. 

You  will  note  that  in  my  Report,  under  the  heading,  “Ripley 
Hospital,”  I  have  made  certain  recommendations  with  regard  to 
that  hospital. 

May  I  add,  in  conclusion,  that  I  am  pleased  to-  find  my 
recommendation  for  a  sewerage  scheme  for  Upper  and  Lower 
Hartshay  now  under  consideration. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  A.  RYAN, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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A. — STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

AREA. 

Area:  5411.00  acres,  of  which  there  are  20  acres  under  water. 
Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  Resident  Population,  Mid-1938: 
1 7 1 52°- 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  end  of  1938:  4,850. 

Rateable  Value  : — 

£  s.  d 

Central  Ward,  Hart-shay,  Marehay,  and 

Waingroves  64,648  o  o 


Butterley  Park  Ward  .  810  o  o 

Heage  and  Ambergate  .  14,699  o  o 

Southern  Portion  of  Crich  .  2,010  o  o 


Total  .  7782, 167  o  o 


Gross  Sum  represented  by  a  One-Pennv  Rate  : — 

£  s'  d. 

Central  Ward,  Hartshay,  Marehay,  and 

Waingroves  269  7  4 

Butterley  Park  Ward  .  3  7  6 

Heage  and  Ambergate  .  61  4  11 

Southern  Portion  of  Crich  .  8  7  6 


Total  .  /I342  7  3 


This  district,  which  has  Coal-Mining-  as  one  of  its  chief 
industries,  has  a  certain  amount  of  unemployment,  and  during  the 
year  the  numbers  of  unemployed  have  not  fluctuated  to  any  great 
extent. 


Other  industries  include  Engineering  Works,  Agricultural 
Implement  Works,  Dye  Works,  Refractories,  Brick  Works,  and 
Lime  Works.  Factories  in  the  area,  employing  mainly  female 
labour,  manufacture  hair  and  fibre  cloths,  candle  wicks,  and  plaited 
lace,  etc.  None  of  these  industries  are  prejudicial  to  health. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 

Live  Births.  Total.  M.  F. 

Legitimate  .  254  124  130 

Illegitimate  .  10  9  1 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population:  15.07. 
(The  Registrar-General  gives  the  birth-rate  for  England  and 
Wales  as  15.1.) 

Still  Births.  Total.  M.  F. 

Legitimate  .  862 

Illegitimate  .  —  —  — 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births:  29.41. 
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Deaths. 


Total.  M.  F. 

i 8 i  94  87 

Death-rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population:  11.67. 
(The  Registrar-General  gives  the  death-rate  for  England  and 
Wales  as  11.6.) 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  : — 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total 
Deaths,  (live  and  still)  births. 

No.  29  Puerperal  Sepsis  .  —  — 

No.  30  Other  Puerperal  Causes  1  3-68 

Total  .  r  3.68 


Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  68.18 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  .. —  70.87 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births...  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  10 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  .  Nil. 


There  has  been  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the 
year,  nor  has  there  been  any  evidence  of  unemployment  exercising 
anv  influence  on  the  health  of  children  or  adults. 


IE-GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health:  DR.  R.  A.  RYAN,  L.R.C.S.  &  P.I. 
Sanitary  Inspector:  W.  E.  CLARK,  P.A.S.I. ,  A. R. San. I. 


(a)  LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Examination  of  clinical  material,  water,  etc.,  is  still  carried 
out  at  the  County  Analyst  and  Bacteriological  departments. 

Herewith  Bacteriological  Examinations  carried  out  during 
the  vear  : — 


Enterica : — 

Typhoid,  P. -typhoid  A.  &  B . 

Gaertner,  Dysentery,  etc . 

Diphtheria  . 

Phthisis  . 

Milk  for  Tubercle  Baeili,  Inoculation 

Test,  Milk  and  Dairies  Act  . 

Miscellaneous  . 


Pos. 

Neg. 

Total 

2  5 

89 

1  14 

4 

If 

18 

■ — 

/ 

7 

6 

IO 

T  6 

35 

I  20 

1 55 

Water  Examinations  :  8. 


(b)  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

The  Council’s  Motor  Ambulance  is  available  both  day  and 
night  for  dealing  with  any  cases  necessitating  removal  to  hospital, 
and  is  stationed  at  the  Derby  Road  Garage  (’phone  Ripley  90). 
The  Butterley  Company  and  the  Pentrioh  Colliery  Company  have 
ambulances  for  the  use  of  their  employees,  and  these  are  also  avail¬ 
able  in  emergency  cases.  All  infectious  disease  cases  are  removed 
in  the  ambulance  provided  by  the  Belper  Isolation  Hospital.  This 
co-ordination  is  quite  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  district. 

(c)  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

The  services  of  Miss  A.  Mellor,  a  full-time  County  Midwife, 
are  still  available  for  the  district.  The  District  Nursing  Associa- 
tion  have  two  nurses. 

(d)  TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS. 

Ante=Natal  Clinic. — This  work  is  still  carried  out  at  the 
Ripley  Hospital,  but  the  dates  have  been  altered  to  the  1st  and  3rd 
Fridays  of  the  month,  from  2.0  to  4.0  p.m. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres. — The  two  Infant  Welfare  Centres 
at  the  Outram  Street  Old  Schools  and  the  Bethel  Chapel,  Derby 
Road,  are  still  in  operation. 

School  Clinic.— Medical  Inspection  of  the  school  children  is 
carried  out  by  the  School  Medical  Officers,  under  the  control  of  the 
County  Council. 

Tuberculosis  Clinic. — Cases  of  tuberculosis  from  this  area 
are  put  under  the  medical  supervision  of  the  County  Council  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Officer,  Dr.  W.  H.  Morton,  at  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensarv, 
Grange  Street,  Alfreton,  which  is  open  from  11.0  a.m.  to  1.0  p.m. 
and  2.0  to  4.0  p.m.  on  Fridays.  Facilities  are  also  available  for 
radiographic  examination  to  be  carried  out  at  the  Tuberculosis 
Department,  County  Offices,  Derby. 

Venereal  Disease. — The  centre  for  the  treatment  of  venereal 
disease  for  this  area  is  the  Derbyshire  Royal  Infirmary.  The  follow¬ 
ing  table  shows  the  days  and  hours  at  which  the  V.D.  Clinic  is 
open  : — 

Males.  Females. 

Monday  :  6  p.m.  Monday  :  3  p.m. 

Wednesday  :  6  p.m.  Thursday  :  6  p.m. 

Saturday  :  11.30  a.m. 

(e)  HOSPITALS. 

Ripley  Hospital. — f  think  the  time  has  now  arrived  when 
consideration  should  be  given  to  the  provision  of  more  facilities  for 
the  patients  and  the  nursing  staff,  and  I  therefore  recommend  the 
following 
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A  Gymnasium  for  the  orthopaedic  treatment  of  patients. 

A  Special  Massage  Room  with  cubicles,  electrical  equipment, 
etc. 

Increased  accommodation  for  the  nursing  staff. 

A  Room  for  pathological  work  for  the  Medical  Staff. 

The  provision  of  a  gymnasium  for  the  orthopaedic  treatment 
of  patients  would  save  a  tremendous  amount  of  time  and  money  to 
those  patients  who  have  now  to  go  to  Derby  for  special  treatment. 

(/)  MATERNITY  HOME. 

We  are  still  without  a  Maternity  Home  in  the  district. 

C. — SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.  — (i)  Water. — Chemical  and  bacteriological  samples  taken 
during  the  year  have  proved  that  the  water  supply  of  the  district, 
which  is  obtained  from  the  Derwent  Valley,  Ilkeston  and  Heanor, 
and  Belper  Water  Boards,  is  of  a  high  standard,  and  there  has  been 
no  cause  for  complaint  as  to  the  constancy.  Samples  have  been 
taken  at  three  spring  water  supplies  to  properties  in  the  district, 
two  of  which  were  unsatisfactory  and  have  been  discontinued. 
Further  extensions  have  been  made  to  the  Council's  service  mains 
to  afford  the  necessary  supplies  of  water  to  new  and  extensions  of 
building  estates. 

(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. — Schemes  are  under  considera¬ 
tion  for  the  extension  of  the  sewer  in  the  Bull  Bridge  area,  and  the 
provision  of  a  sewerage  scheme  for  Upper  and  Lower  Hartshay. 
Increased  building  operations  have  rendered  necessary  the  exten¬ 
sion  of  sewers,  and  improvements  are  contemplated  at  the  Southern 
Sewage  Outfall  Works. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams. — Further  action  has  been  taken  for 
the  connection  to  sewers  of  drains  discharging  into  watercourses. 
Few  cases  have  arisen  which  necessitated  the  construction  of  cess¬ 
pools,  and  no  new  sources  of  pollution  have  been  formed. 

3.  (i)  Closet  Accommodation. — Average  progress  has  been 
made  during  the  year  with  the  Council’s  Conversion  Scheme,  and 
the  number  of  closets  converted  were:  Pails  46,  Privies  2.  The 
total  number  of  conversions  completed  since  the  Scheme  was  first 
commenced  is 

892  Pails;  2  U2i  Privies  ;  3  Slop  Water  Closets. 

The  following  figures  show  the  approximate  closet  accom¬ 
modation  in  the  district  at  the  31st  December,  1938: — 


Pail  Closets  .  1,026 

Privy  Closets  .  82 

Water  Closets  .  3,799 

Trough  and  Slop  Water  Closets  .  Nil. 
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(ii)  Public  Cleansing. -^During  the  year  a  further  200-gallon 
tumbler  cart  has  been  purchased  to  replace  the  old  tumbler  in  use 
in  the  He  age  area.  This  is  of  the  same  pattern  as  the  one  bought 
during  1937  -for  the  Ripley  area.  There  have  been  no  changes  in 
the  refuse  collection  equipment,  and  cesspools  have  been  emptied 
by  the  Cesspit  Emptier  operating  three  days  a  week. 

Tin  baling  and  the  salvage  of  scrap  metals  has  given  a  satis¬ 
factory  profit  during  the  year,  although  prices  have  fluctuated 
considerably. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
year  1938  on  the  administration  of  the  Eaetorv  and  Workshop  Act, 
1901,  and  the  Factories  Act,  1937  (which  superseded  the  Act  of  1901 
on  1  st  July,  1938). 

1  .—Inspections. 

Premises. 

F  a c  t  o r  i  e  s  wit h  m  e eh  a  n  i c a  1  pow e r  ... 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 
Other  Premises  . 


Written 
Inspections.  Notices. 


3° 

4 


Total  .  44  v  8 


2.— Defects  Found. 

No.  of  No.  of 

Particulars.  Defects  Defects 

Found.  Remedied. 

W  ant  of  Cleanliness  . 2  2 

Overcrowding  .  - —  - — 

Unreasonable  Temperature  . 

Inadequate  Ventilation  .  —  — 

Ineffective  Drainage  of  Floors  . 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : — 


Insufficient  .  —  t 

Unsuitable  or  Defective  . 

Not  Separate  for  Sexes  .  —  1 

Other  Offences  .  • —  — 


Total  .  2  4 

(iii)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Inspector  .  W.  E.  CLARK,  P.A.S.I.,  A.R.San.I. 


Area  of  District  .  5,411  Acres. 

Estimated  Number  of  Houses  .  4,850 

New  Houses  erected  1958: — 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  .  Nil. 

( b )  By  Private  Enterprise  .  66 
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CLOSETS  AND  ASHPITS. 

No.  of 
Inspections 
made  by 
Sanitary 
Inspector. 

Number 

of 

Not  ices 
Served. 

Informal.  Legal. 

No.  of 

N  u  isa  nces 
Abated 
with  or 
without 
Notice. 

Defective  Privies,  Pail  Closets, 

and  Ashpits  . 

I  2 

8 

— 

8 

Conversion  of  Privies  into  w.c.’s 
Conversion  of  Pail  Closets  into 

1  4 

4 

2 

O 

0 

w.c.’s  . 

Conversion  of  Privies  into  Pail 

2  5 

3° 

5° 

Closets  . 

— 

— 

- — - 

• — - 

Defective  Water  Closets  . 

Provision  of  Additional  Water 

1 4 

9 

— 

9 

Closets  . 

13 

— 

5 

Provision  of  Portable  Ash  bins 

14 

45 

— 

71 

Dirtv  Closets  . 

2 

2 

- — 

2 

DRAINAGE 

No  Disconnection  of  Waste  Pipe 
Defective  Waste  Pipe,  Traps, 

7 

0 

0 

— 

0 

6 

Inlets,  and  Drains  . 

^3 

8 

— 

1 1 

Drains  Obstructed  . . . 

49 

J4 

— 

28 

OTHER  DEFECTS:— 

Paving-  of  Courts  and  Yards  ... 
Roofs,  Eaves-'Spouts,  and 

8 

n 

- — - 

3 

Down -Spouts  . 

3 1 

1 1 

- — 

10 

Sinks  . 

2  2 

J4 

— 

j  2 

Insufficient  Ventilation  . 

8 

3 

- — 

n 

A 

Windows  . 

3  2 

19 

— 

17 

Dampness  . 

US 

1 1 

— 

8 

Water  in  Cellars  . 

1  1 

0 

0 

— 

3 

W  ater  Supply  . 

1 6 

9 

6 

7 

Overcrowding-  . . . 

3  2 

0 

0 

1 

5 

Foul  Condition  of  Houses  . 

3 

I 

— 

1 

Offensive  Accumulations  . 

9 

4 

— 

4 

Animals  Improperly  Kept  . 

5 

1 

- — 

2 

Pigsties  . 

1 

1 

■ — • 

1 

S  mo  ke  Nuisances  . 

6 

1 

— 

2 

Urinals  . 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

Nuisances  not  specified  above... 

4 1 

66 

— 

28 

Totals  . 

1  1 

1  ^ 

XTj 

1  ^ 

2  37 

36 

296 
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Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops 

Bakehouses  . 

Slaughterhouses  . 

Offensive  Trades  . 

Common  Lodging-houses  . 


No.  on 
Register. 

1 11  sp  ec - 
t  ions 
Made. 

Notices 

Served. 

Nuisances 
Abated 
with  or 
without 
Notice. 

69 

2  3 

IO 

9 

1  O 

2 

I 

2  I 

'CO 

3 

I 

I 

— 

- — 

1 

2 

— 

— 

IOI 

74 

8 

14 

f 


(iv)  Shops  and  Offices. — Further  action  has  been  taken  dur¬ 
ing-  the  year  under  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  particularly  for  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  sanitary  conveniences.  As  yet,  no  cases  have  been  found 
requiring  action  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  in  relation  to  offices. 

(v)  Camping  Sites.— During  the  year  one  application  was 
made  for  the  licensing  of  a  camping  site,  but  this  was  not  granted, 
due  to  absence  of  sanitary  accommodation  and  water  supply. 

(vi)  Smoke  Abatement. — No  further  action  has  been  taken 
in  respect  of  the  smoke  nuisance  from  the  Lime  W  orks  and  Tar¬ 
macadam  Works  at  Ambergrove. 

(vii)  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. — There  are  no  public 
baths  in  this  area,  and  the  open-air  swimming  pool  at  Britain 
Colliery  is  still  used  by  the  schools  as  well  as  emplovees  of  the 
Butterley  Company,  Ltd.  The  water  of  the  pool  is  changed  weekly, 
but  there  is  no  purification  plant. 


(viii)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. — No  cases  of  bug  infestation 
have  been  reported  during  the  year.  The  facilities  available  should 
cases  arise  arc  the  supply  of  Kromo  Insect  Powder  to  the  tenants 
and  the  use  of  Cromessol  and  Zaldecide  Insecticides,  carried  out  by 
Council  employees  under  the  direction  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

4. — Schools. 

The  sanitary  conditions  of  the  public  elementary  schools  in 
the  area  are  good,  and  in  all  cases  the  water  supply  is  from  public 
mains.  During  the  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  the 
Ripley  Schools  and  the  St.  John’s  Schools  were  disinfected,  the 
latter  being  closed  for  a  period  of  three  weeks. 
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D. — HOUSIN G  STATISTICS. 

i. — Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year: — 

(i)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 


Acts)  . . . .  j  58 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  265 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  re¬ 
corded  under  the  Housing-  Consolidated  Regula- 

o  o 

tions,  1925  and  1932  .  32 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  81 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  .  — - 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re¬ 
ferred  to-  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to 

be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ico 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 

Formal  Notices  : — 

% 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  officers  . 61 

3.  — Action  under  'Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  .  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  . . .  ■ — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  .  — 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 

remedied  . 

(12)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  .  — 

( b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  . 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  1  1  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  8 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursu¬ 
ance  of  Demolition  Orders  . 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  . 
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(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 

rendered  fit  . 

4. — Housing  Act,  1936.  Part  IV.  Overcrowding. 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 


the  year  .  6 

(Licences  are  in  force  in  respect  of  22  houses.) 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein .  7 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .  36^ 


(b)  Nunfber  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  . 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  .  7 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  . . .  45 

(cl)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 

overcrowding-  . 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 
conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  . 

E.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. — In  spection  during  the  year  has  found 
satisfactory  conditions  at  the  milk-producing  farms  in  the  area, 
and  the  willingness  of  farmers  to  consider  further  improvements. 
Pasteurised  milk  of  a  high  standard  is  still  being  produced  by  the 
Ripl  ey  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.,  at  their  Model  Dairy.  As  vet 
there  have  been  no  increases  in  the  number  of  producers  of 
Accredited  Milk,  and  the  Ripley  Schools  have  been  supplied  with 
milk  from  one  of  the  producers  throughout  the  year. 

(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods.- — During  the  year  there  has  been 
little  cause  for  complaint  as  to  the  standard  of  meat  and  other  foods 
sold  both  in  shops  and  at  the  weekly  market.  Ten  tubercular  car¬ 
cases  of  beef  have  been  condemned  during  the  year,  no  statutory 
action  being  required.  Condemnation  has  also  taken  place  in 
respect  of  various  kinds  of  canned  foods. 

F. — PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

2.— Towards  the  end  of  last  year  we  witnessed  a  rise  in  the 
number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria,  commencing  in 
September  at  the  time  of  seasonal  prevalence.  Up  to-  September  of 
this  year  the  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  remained  high,  while  that 
of  Diphtheria  was  normal.  There  was  again  a  rapid  rise  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  especially  in  the  case  of  Diphtheria,  and  the  numbers  noti¬ 
fied  in  the  last  four  months  of  the  year  were  :  Diphtheria  81 ,  Scarlet 
Fever  58.  I  know  of  no  specific  source  or  means  of  spread  of  the 
diseases,  the  cases  being  scattered,  and,  for  the  majority,  not  of  a 
virulent  type. 
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The  accommodation  available  at  the  Helper  Isolation 
Hospital  was  rapidly  taken  'by  cases  from  this  area  and  from  the 
others  which  it  serves,  and  emergency  beds  were  put  into  use. 
Fortunately,  all  cases  were  removed  for  which  isolation  at  home 
was  impracticable,  and  where  there  was  likelihood  of  contact 
infection. 

Preventive  steps  taken  during-  the  epidemic  included  closure 
of  schools  and  of  public  libraries  and  children’s  matinees  at  local 
cinemas,  willing  co-operation  being  given  by  the  proprietors.  In 
November  the  Council  decided  to  provide  free  Diphtheria  Immunisa¬ 
tion  for  the  school  children,  and  local  medical  practitioners,  on 
being  asked  for  their  co-operation,  offered  their  services  free  of 
charge.  The  scheme  was  immediately  advertised  and  pamphlets 
handed  to  the  children  at  the  schools  in  the  area,  to  be  taken  home 
and  an  attached  slip  returned,  signed  by  the  parents,  if  treatment 
was  to  be  given.  There  was  a  rapid  response,  and  treatment  was 
commenced  in  the  last  week  of  November. 

Diphtheria  Toxoid,  Alum  Precipitated,  was  used,  and  two 
injections  were  given  with  an  interval  of  two  to  three  weeks.  Up 
to  the  31st  December  the  numbers  immunised  were: — 


Pre-School  Children  .  99 

School  Children  .  U237 

Others  .  19 


T 


55 


The  injections  were  carried  out  at  the  various  schools  in  the 
case  of  school  children,  while  some  pre-school  children  were  brought 
to  the  schools  by  parents  and  others  were  taken  to  the  surgeries. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1938. 


Total 

Cases 

Notified. 


Smallpox  . . 

Scarlet  Fever  .  151 

Diphtheria  .  107 


Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid) 


Puerperal  Pyrexia  .  2 

Pneumonia  .  t6 

Other  Diseases  generally  notifiable  : 

Erysipelas  .  9 

Acute  Polio-Myelitis  . 1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  .  2 


Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

T  l8 

77 


2 

4 

1 

T 


Total 

Deaths. 

4 

7 


1 

t  6 


4 .—(b)  TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  following'  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  appearing  on 
the  Register  of  Notifications  of  Tuberculosis  at  the  end  of  1938: — 

Pulmonary.  Non-  P  u  I'm  o  n  ary . 

Males.  Females.  Total.  Males.  Females.  Total.  Total. 

24  13  37  PS  to  23  62 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  relating  to  persons  suffering  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade,  or  under 
Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  in  respect  of  compulsory 
removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 

5.— TUBERCULOSIS.  NEW  CASES  ANI)  MORTALITY 

DURING  1938. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases  rind 
mortality,  both  of  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  in 
the  district  in  1938: — 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 

Non-  Non- 

Age  Pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Pulmonary. 

Periods.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 

o 

T 


TO 

C5 
^5 
35 
45 
55 

65  &  upwards 


a 


1 


r4 
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RIPLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Population 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


T7>52° 


Causes  of  Death. 

All  Causes  . 

1.  Typhoid  and  Para-typhoid  Fever 

2.  — Measles  . 

3.  — Scarlet  Fever  . 

4.  — Whooping*  Cough  . 

5.  — Diphtheria  . 

6.  — Influenza  . 

7.  — Encephalitis  Lethargiea  . 

8.  — Cerebro-spinal  Fever  . 

9. — Respiratory  Tuberculosis  . 

to. — Other  Tuberculosis  . 

11. — Syphilis  . 

12.  — General  Paralysis  of  Insane,  etc. 

13.  — Cancer  . 

14.  — Diabetes  . 

15.  — Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc . 

16.  — Heart  Disease  . 

17.  — -Aneurysm  . 

18.  — Other  Circulatory  Diseases  . 

19.  — Bronchitis  . 

20.  —  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

21.  — Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . 

22.  — Peptic  Ulcer  . 

23.  — Diarrhoea  (under  two  years)  . 

24.  — Appendicitis  . 

25.  — Cirrhosis  of  Liver  . 

26.  — Other  Liver  Diseases  . 

27.  — Other  Digestive  Diseases  . 

28.  — Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  _ 

29.  — Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

30.  — Other  Puerperal  Diseases  . 

31.  — Congenital  Causes,  etc . 

32.  — Senility  . 

V-7  T* 

15 


M.  F. 

94  87 


4 

1 

1 

o 

o 


I 

4 

i 

I 

I 

I  I 


6 

1 

5 

^9 


10 


2 

S 


JO 


3 


8 

1 

6 

1 


2 

1 


1 


1 

2 


1 


2 


5  4 

1  8 


o  o 

a  a  • 


34- 

35- 
36.- 


-Suieide  . 

-Other  Violence  . 

-Other  Defined  Diseases 
-Ill-defined  Diseases 


Special  Causes  (included  in  No.  35  above)- 

S  mall  pox  . 

Poliomyelitis  . 

Polioencephalitis  . 


6 

9 


1 

n 

J 

to 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  :  Total  . 

1 1 

7 

Legitimate  . 

1 1 

7 

Illegitimate  . 

— 

— 

Live  Births:  Total  . 

1 33 

L31 

Legitimate  . 

124 

130 

Illegitimate  . 

9 

1 

Still  Births  :  Total  . 

6 

2 

Legitimate  . 

6 

0 

Illegitimate  . 

O 

— 

— 
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